Children's attachment to transitional objects: a study of two pediatric populations.
The incidence of transitional objects was studied in 285 children in two pediatric populations differing in race and socioeconomic status. Significant differences were found between groups in incidence and age of onset of attachment, and in specific behavior associated with use of the objects. Child-rearing practices and maternal attitudes were also related to development of attachments. Theoretical implications and directions for continued study are considered.